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BACKGROUND: Multiple epidemiological studies have shown that exposure to pesticides is associated with adverse health outcomes. However, the lit-
erature on pesticide-related health effects in the Latin American and the Caribbean (LAC) region, an area of intensive agricultural and residential pes-
ticide use, is sparse. We conducted a scoping review to describe the current state of research on the health effects of pesticide exposure in LAC
populations with the goal of identifying knowledge gaps and research capacity building needs.

METHODS: We searched PubMed and SciELO for epidemiological studies on pesticide exposure and human health in LAC populations published
between January 2007 and December 2021. We identified 233 publications from 16 countries that met our inclusion criteria and grouped them by
health outcome (genotoxicity, neurobehavioral outcomes, placental outcomes and teratogenicity, cancer, thyroid function, reproductive outcomes,
birth outcomes and child growth, and others).

REsuLTS: Most published studies were conducted in Brazil (37%, n = 88) and Mexico (20%, n = 46), were cross-sectional in design (72%, n=167), and
focused on farmworkers (45%, n = 105) or children (21%, n = 48). The most frequently studied health effects included genotoxicity (24%, n = 62) and neu-
robehavioral outcomes (21%, n=>54), and organophosphate (OP) pesticides were the most frequently examined (26%, n=_81). Forty-seven percent
(n=112) of the studies relied only on indirect pesticide exposure assessment methods. Exposure to OP pesticides, carbamates, or to multiple pesticide
classes was consistently associated with markers of genotoxicity and adverse neurobehavioral outcomes, particularly among children and farmworkers.
DiscussIoN: Our scoping review provides some evidence that exposure to pesticides may adversely impact the health of LAC populations, but meth-
odological limitations and inconsistencies undermine the strength of the conclusions. It is critical to increase capacity building, integrate research ini-
tiatives, and conduct more rigorous epidemiological studies in the region to address these limitations, better inform public health surveillance
systems, and maximize the impact of research on public policies. https://doi.org/10.1289/EHP9934

of any organism that damages a crop)®> and a lack of pesticide
use regulations or implementation thereof.*~° It is estimated that
pesticide use in LAC countries accounts for 20% of worldwide
consumption® and that more pesticides are used in Central and
South America on a per capita basis (1.84 and 1.78 kg of pesti-
cide per person per year, respectively3’7) than in other regions in
the world.

Introduction

The Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) region accounts for
14% of global agricultural production and 23% of the world’s
exports of agricultural and fisheries commodities." The rapid
increase of farming in the region in the last decades has been
coupled with an extensive use of pesticides (defined as chemical
compounds that may either kill, obstruct, or manage the growth
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Intensive use of pesticides in the LAC region for agricultural
and public health vector control purposes® has resulted in wide-
spread chronic human exposure, particularly among those living in
agricultural communities. Pathways of chronic exposure include
pesticide drift from treated fields to nearby homes or schools,”*
take-home exposure,'? and consumption of contaminated food and
water."*"!” Elevated occupational exposures in this region are also
a concern as workers who apply pesticides or work in treated agri-
cultural fields are exposed to mixtures of pesticides, such as insec-
ticides [e.g., organophosphate (OP) and organochlorine (OC)
pesticides],'®'” herbicides (e.g., glyphosate, the most widely used
pesticide in the world),20 and fungicides (e.g., chlorothalonil, bis-
dithiocarbamates, and benzimidazoles).21

Although multiple studies around the world, including those
conducted in LAC countries, have shown that pesticides have a
negative impact on human health,”*** public health surveillance
and monitoring systems on pesticide use and associated illness
are nonexistent or extremely limited in the LAC region.’?*%®
In addition, several pesticides banned in the United States,
Europe, and Canada because they were deemed as a potential
threat to human health have been or continue to be used in some
LAC countries.”®° Climate change could also exacerbate the
health risks of pesticide exposures among LAC populations
owing to enhanced chemical toxicity, increased rates of chemical
degradation, enhanced volatilization of pesticides to the atmos-
phere or surface deposition of airborne pesticides, or changes in
the frequency and amount of pesticides used.13?

Promotion of high-quality epidemiological studies with stand-
ardized direct exposure assessment methods, the establishment of
biomonitoring and environmental surveillance programs, and the
development of evidence-based prevention policies and interven-
tions have been suggested as means to protect the health of popu-
lations exposed to pesticides.**> Still, there is little information
on the current state of research on the health effects of pesticides
in the LAC region. Previous systematic literature reviews and
meta-analyses of studies conducted in LAC populations have
focused on one specific class of S[7)e:sticides or sPeciﬁc active in-
gredient (e.g., OP pesticides,’®”’ pyrethroids,”® glyphosate™),
one specific age group (e.g., children®”**~*?), or one health out-
come (e.g., genotoxicity,” neurobehavior,**>"4? or respiratory
health*'). To address existing gaps of knowledge and identify
research capacity building needs in the region, we conducted a
scoping review to describe the current state of research on the
health effects of pesticide exposure in LAC populations.

Methods
Search Strategy

We undertook a scoping review of the literature to identify all
primary published data encompassing health effects of occupa-
tional or environmental exposure to pesticides in LAC popula-
tions. Our methods were guided by the Preferred Reporting Items
for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses—Extension for
Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-ScR) statement.** We searched
PubMed and the Scientific Electronic Library Online (SciELO)
for all studies published between January 2007 and December
2021. For PubMed, we used the following search string: (pesti-
cides [All Fields] AND “Latin America” [All Fields]) OR (pesti-
cides [All Fields] AND Aruba [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All
Fields] AND Bahamas [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields]
AND Barbados [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND
“Cayman Islands” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND
Cuba [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Curacao [All
Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Dominica [All Fields])
OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND “Dominican Republic” [All
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Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Grenada [All Fields])
OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Guadeloupe [All Fields]) OR
(pesticides [All Fields] AND Haiti [All Fields]) OR (pesticides
[All Fields] AND Jamaica [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All
Fields] AND Martinique [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields]
AND “Puerto Rico” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields]
AND “Saint Barthélemy” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All
Fields] AND “Saint Kitts and Nevis” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides
[All Fields] AND “Saint Lucia” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All
Fields] AND “Saint Maarten” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All
Fields] AND “Saint Vincent and the Grenadines” [All Fields])
OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND “Trinidad and Tobago” [All
Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND “Turks and Caicos
Islands” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND “Virgin
Islands” [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Belize
[All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND “Costa Rica”
[All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND “El Salvador” [All
Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Guatemala [All
Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Honduras [All Fields])
OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Mexico [All Fields]) OR (pesti-
cides [All Fields] AND Nicaragua [All Fields]) OR (pesticides
[All Fields] AND Panama [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All
Fields] AND Argentina [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields]
AND Bolivia [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND
Brazil [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Chile [All
Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Colombia [All Fields])
OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Ecuador [All Fields]) OR (pes-
ticides [All Fields] AND “French Guiana” [All Fields]) OR (pes-
ticides [All Fields] AND Guyana [All Fields]) OR (pesticides
[All Fields] AND Paraguay [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All
Fields] AND Peru [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND
Suriname [All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Uruguay
[All Fields]) OR (pesticides [All Fields] AND Venezuela [All
Fields]) AND (“"2007/01/0”"[Date— Publication]: “"2021/12/
3”"[Date— Publication])) (i.e., names of the 43 LAC countries
and territories, as defined by the International Society of
Environmental Epidemiology (ISEE) LAC Chapter).45 For
SciELO, we used the following search string: ((pesticides AND
Latin America)) OR ((pesticides AND Aruba)) OR ((pesticides
AND Bahamas)) OR ((pesticides AND Barbados)) OR ((pesti-
cides AND Cayman islands)) OR ((pesticides AND Cuba)) OR
((pesticides AND Curacao)) OR ((pesticides AND Dominica))
OR ((pesticides AND Dominican Republic)) OR ((pesticides
AND Grenada)) OR ((pesticides AND Guadeloupe)) OR ((pesti-
cides AND Haiti)) OR ((pesticides AND Jamaica)) OR ((pesti-
cides AND Martinique)) OR ((pesticides AND Puerto Rico)) OR
((pesticides AND Saint Barthelemy)) OR ((pesticides AND saint
Kitts and Nevis)) OR ((pesticides AND Saint Lucia)) OR ((pesti-
cides AND Saint Maarten)) OR ((pesticides AND Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines)) OR ((pesticides AND Trinidad and
Tobago)) OR ((pesticides AND Turks and Caicos islands)) OR
((pesticides AND Virgin Islands)) OR ((pesticides AND Belize))
OR ((pesticides AND Costa Rica)) OR ((pesticides AND El
Salvador)) OR ((pesticides AND Guatemala)) OR ((pesticides
AND Honduras)) OR ((pesticides AND Mexico)) OR ((pesticides
AND Nicaragua)) OR ((pesticides AND Panama)) OR ((pesti-
cides AND Argentina)) OR ((pesticides AND Bolivia)) OR
((pesticides AND Brazil)) OR ((pesticides AND Chile)) OR
((pesticides AND Colombia)) OR ((pesticides AND Ecuador))
OR ((pesticides AND French Guiana)) OR ((pesticides AND
Guyana)) OR ((pesticides AND Paraguay)) OR ((pesticides
AND Peru)) OR ((pesticides AND Suriname)) OR ((pesticides
AND Uruguay)) OR ((pesticides AND Venezuela)) and filtered
the results by date of publication. The initial search was con-
ducted on 30 May 2017, with subsequent updates on 1 May
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Figure 1. PRISMA-ScR flow diagram of study selection. Note: PRISMA-ScR, Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses—

Extension for Scoping Reviews; SciELO, Scientific Electronic Library Online.

2019, 4 February 2021, and 27 April 2022 (for papers published
until 31 December 2021). We also identified potentially relevant
citations not retrieved by the initial literature searches by scan-
ning the references of relevant studies throughout the course of
title and abstract screening and data abstraction (Figure 1; see
Supplemental Material for the list of studies retrieved from
PubMed and SciELO).

Study Selection

After removing duplicate records, titles and abstracts of literature
search results were scanned for eligibility by two reviewers, with
discrepancies resolved by a third reviewer. Studies were selected
for full-text review when they met all of our inclusion criteria:
a) original full paper that presented unique data from an analytical
observational epidemiological study (i.e., cohort, cross-sectional,
or case—control study); b) environmental or occupational expo-
sure to pesticides; ¢) conducted in one of the 43 LAC countries
and territories, as defined by the ISEE LAC Chapter45 ; and d) pub-
lished in English, Spanish, or Portuguese. We excluded studies if
they met one of the following criteria: a) did not report original
results (i.e., reviews, meta-analysis, comments, letters, editorials,
and case reports); b) were experimental, toxicological, or ecologi-
cal studies; c¢) were based on animal or human tissues; or
d) reported preliminary results (e.g., conference abstracts or papers
that were later updated or revised in a peer-reviewed journal arti-
cle). Full texts were assessed by two reviewers for final inclusion,
with a third reviewer again resolving any discrepancies.

Data Abstraction

We abstracted the following characteristics from the selected pub-
lications: bibliographic citation information (i.e., authors, year of
publication, and country), characteristics of the study population
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(i.e., sample size, study area), study design, type of pesticides
assessed (e.g., pesticide class or pesticide active ingredient), expo-
sure and health outcome assessment methods, and main study find-
ings. We grouped the studies into eight categories based on the
main health outcome assessed: a) genotoxicity, b) neurobehavioral
outcomes, ¢) placental outcomes and teratogenicity, d) cancer,
e) thyroid function, f) reproductive outcomes, g) birth outcomes
and child growth, and /) other health outcomes.

Because of the expected methodological heterogeneity among
the selected studies (e.g., variability in study design; exposure
and outcome assessment methods), results were not intended to
be combined through meta-analysis. Instead, we conducted a nar-
rative synthesis to highlight the strengths and limitations of the
current evidence base and to ultimately draw conclusions about
the state of research on the health effects of pesticide exposure in
LAC populations, including key challenges moving forward.

Results

The PubMed and SciELO search retrieved 9,934 and 481 cita-
tions, respectively, and the review of references from relevant
publications yielded 10 additional citations (Figure 1). After
removing 78 duplicates, 10,023 publications that did not meet
inclusion criteria based on titles/abstracts, and 91 that did not
meet inclusion criteria based on full-text reviews, 233 publica-
tions were included in this review. Although publications
reported on studies from 16 (37%) of the 43 LAC countries and
territories, most studies were conducted in Brazil (37%, n=88)
and Mexico (20%, n=46) (Table 1). Studies were primarily
cross-sectional in design (72%, n=167), and the most frequently
studied populations were farmworkers (45%, n=105) or children
(21%, n=48). Between 2007 and 2021, the average number
+ standard deviation (SD) of publications was ~ 15.6+7.0/y,
range: 5 in 2008 to 27 in 2020) (Figure S1). Nearly half
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Table 1. Characteristics of Latin American and the Caribbean studies on
pesticide exposure and health outcomes published between 2007 and 2021

Table 1. (Continued.)

(n=233). Characteristic . n (%)
— Acoustic damage’ 8 (3.1)

Characteristic n (%) Others’ 26 (10.1)

Study C(?UTltl"y “n>233 because one published study (Maluf et al.>*>) was conducted in three countries
Arg.el?tlnd 21(8.9) (Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico).

BO]‘Yla 6(2.6) “A total of 125 published studies employed direct exposure assessment methods, with
Brazil 88 (37.4) some measuring both cholinesterase activity and pesticide metabolites concentrations.
Chile 7 (3.0) Of these, 81 (65.3%) used data from the direct exposure assessment in exposure—out-
Colombia 9 (3.8) come analyses (e.g., some studies measured urinary biomarkers of exposure and ascer-
Costa Rica 14 (6.0) tained occupational status via questionnaire but only reported exposure—outcome
Dominican Republic 1(0.4) gssociations using occupational status).
Ecuador 17 (7.2) “n> 233 because some published studies employed more than one exposure assessment
El Salvador 1 (0'4) method (e.g., measurement of cholinesterase activity in blood and urinary pesticide

- metabolites).
Guad.eloupe 14.(6.0) A total of 57 published studies measured cholinesterase activity only; 4 studies meas-
Jamaica 1(0.4) ured cholinesterase activity in addition to other pesticide metabolites.

y P

Mexico 46 (19.6) “Only for published studies with direct pesticide exposure assessment, but nine studies
Nicaragua 4(1.7) measured pesticides in more than one biological matrix.
Paraguay 1(0.4) /n>233 because some published studies assessed multiple pesticide groups.
Peru 2(0.8) SExposure assessed via acetylcholinesterase activity monitoring and authors did not dif-
Venezuela 3(1 '3) ferentiate if they were primarily examining organophosphates or carbamates.

Study desi : '_'n > 233 because some published studies assessed outcomes from more than one group.
tudy design ‘Proportion of published studies that assessed this outcome out of all the studies included
Cohort i 41 (17.5) in the review (n=233); total studies that assessed other health effects >70 because
Cross sectional 167 (71.7) some assessed multiple outcomes in this category (e.g., several published studies exam-
Case—control 25 (10.7) ined liver injury and hematological parameters).

Study population
Farmworkers 105 (45.1)

Other workers (e.g., vector control program workers) 9 (3.9) (47%, n=112) of the published studies relied solely on indirect
General population 38 (16.3) pesticide exposure assessment methods (e.g., questionnaire, job
g’lo{her—c}“ld pairs 27 (;1-6) status ascertainment via death certificate or surveillance system)
Cﬁ%g:;: (‘Zﬁ;‘e" onty 42 Ezi)6)6) (Table 1 and Table S1). Blood was the biological matrix most fre-

Pesticide exposure assessment method”* quer.ltly used to assess pesticide exposure (74%, n =99 of the 124

Indirect studies that used direct exposure assessment methods). Most pub-
Questionnaire only 103 (43.1) lished studies focused on OP pesticides (26%, n=S81) or multiple
Other (e.g., job status ascertained via death certificate or 9(3.8) classes of pesticides (32%, n=100). The most studied health

D,S““t’e‘“ance system, residential proximity) effects included genotoxicity (24%, n=62) and neurobehavioral
1rec
Cholinesterase activity” 57 (23.8) outcomes (21%, n=54) (Table 1 and Table S1).

Pesticides or pesticide metabolites measured in biological 70 (29.3)
matrix Genotoxicity

Biological matrix used for pesticide exposure assessment® . L. . C L. ..

Blood 99 (73.9) Sixty-two publications examined associations of pesticide expo-

Breast milk 2(1.5) sure with cytogenetic or DNA damage (Table 2). Most publica-

Hair 4(3.0) tions were derived from cross-sectional studies that evaluated

Urine 28 (20.9) DNA damage from accessible tissues, such as blood or buccal

PTOt‘?“%‘l & 1(0.7) cells, via comet assays, telomere attrition, or DNA methylation
CSHCICCS ASSESSe . of candidate genes. Eleven of the 62 publications focused on chil-
Insecticides in general (no class specified) 5(1.6) L
Organophosphates 81 (26.2) dreq. .Three of these 11 publications ass'essed exposure to oC
Organophosphates and carbamates® 20 (6.5) pesticides by measurement of blood or hair OC pesticide concen-
Organochlorines 46 (14.9) trations,*®™** whereas the remaining 8 examined exposure to a

- mixture of pesticides includin esticides, pyrethroids, herbi-

Pyrethroids 20 (6.5) t f pesticid luding OP pesticides, pyrethroids, herb

Neonicotinoids 2(06) cides, or “multiple pesticide classes” via questionnaire.****~5> Of

Herbicides 21 (6.8) .. . ..

Fungicides 11 (3.6) the 3 publications that measured blood or hair OC pesticide con-

Larvicides 1(0.3) centrations,**™® 2 were from cross-sectional studies of school-

Rodenticides 1(0.3) age Mexican children and reported associations with genotoxic

Natural pesticides N 1(0.3) damage—as indicated by DNA damage assessed via comet

MMPlt;]pl"itft’leS“flde classes (unspecified) 100 (32.3) assay”’ or higher frequency of micronuclei and other nuclear
(?:rllotiiicit(;u comes 62 (24.0) abnormalities in buccal cells.*® A third publication from a cross-
Neurobehavioral outcomes 54.(20.9) sectional i.nV.estigat.ion of mother—child pa.irs in Mexico reportt?d
Placental outcomes and teratogenicity 13 (5.1) null associations with DNA and cytogenetic damage measured in
Cancer 14 (5.4) maternal blood at delivery and cord blood.*® Five publications

y p

Thyroid function 16 (6.2) examining exposures to more than one pesticide class in children

Reproductive outcomes 16(62) from Mexico,*>! Argentina,’*>* and Paraguay’> reported asso-

Birth outcomes and child growth 13 (5.1) .. £ hich idential | . | icid

Other effects 70 27.1) ciations o higher resi e_ntla or parenta occupgtlona pest1'01 e
Kidney function’ _ 9 (3.5) exposure with cytogenetic damage—assessed via buccal micro-
Respiratory and allergic outcomes’ 72.7) nuclei and other nuclear abnormalities. Similarly, in a prospective
Liver injury’ o . 8(3.1) study of school-age children living near a tobacco-producing
Hematological parameters and lipid profile 17(6.6) region in Brazil, researchers found that malondialdehyde, protein

carbonyl, and vitamin C levels were higher at the beginning of
the pesticide application period than at the leaf harvest period.’*
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In contrast, 2 publications from small cross-sectional studies of
children from Colombia®® and Bolivia®® reported null associa-
tions of maternal occupational pesticide exposure—assessed via
questionnaire—and urinary atrazine concentrations with cytoge-
netic damage.

Thirteen publications from cross-sectional studies examined
associations of exposure to OP or carbamate pesticides with cyto-
genetic or DNA damage in adults, primarily among those occupa-
tionally exposed (Table 2). One cross-sectional study assessed
OP pesticide exposure via questionnaire only and reported higher
DNA damage—quantified via comet assay—among workers
compared with controls.>® The other 12 studies assessed exposure
to OP or carbamate pesticides using urinary dialkyl phosphate
(DAP) metabolite concentrations or blood cholinesterase (ChE)
measurements, but 11 of them evaluated exposure—outcome asso-
ciations using predetermined categorical exposure variables
based on occupation (e.g., high, moderate, and no exposure)®’
or residence (e.g., rural or urban).66 Nine of these 11 publications
reported associations with genotoxic outcomes, such as changes
in DNA methylation patterns of candidate tumor suppressor
genes, among moderate- or high-exposure groups.’”>**1=°7 Two
publications reported no differences in markers of cytogenetic or
DNA damage between exposed workers and controls.”®®® The
only cross-sectional study that used urinary DAP concentrations
in its exposure—outcome analyses reported null associations with
DNA methylation but observed group differences when OP pesti-
cide exposure was assessed as a categorical variable.®®

Thirty-eight publications examined associations of exposure to
pesticides other than OCs, OPs, or carbamates or exposure to mul-
tiple pesticide classes with genotoxicity among adults (Table 2).
Twenty-five publications estimated occupational pesticide expo-
sure using questionnaire data only and all reported associations of
exposure to pesticides with increased cytogenetic damage, includ-
ing higher frequencies of chromosomal aberrations and micronu-
clei, DNA damage, oxidative stress, or telomere shortenir1g.69_93
In addition, 10 publications from cross-sectional studies of farm-
workers/pesticide applicators and controls assessed pesticide ex-
posure using blood ChE measurements but only evaluated
exposure—outcome associations using categorical exposure varia-
bles.”*~'% All 10 publications reported that occupational pesticide
exposure was associated with higher levels of DNA or cytogenetic
damage, such as higher frequencies of chromosomal aberrations,
nuclear buds, or cell death. Similarly, a publication from a cross-
sectional study in Argentina reported increased cytogenetic dam-
age among those living near agricultural fields (<500 m),'**
whereas a publication from a cross-sectional study in Ecuador
reported null associations of residential use of the herbicide glyph-
osate with chromosomal aberrations frequency and karyogram
alterations.'® Last, a publication from a cross-sectional study of
rice field workers in Colombia reported associations of two pesti-
cide mixtures (one mixture of OC pesticides and one of carba-
mates)—assessed via measurement of pesticide metabolites in
blood and urine—with DNA damage. 106

Overall, studies published to date provide consistent evidence
of an association between exposure to different pesticide classes
such as OP pesticides and carbamates and genotoxic damage in
children and adults living in LAC countries. Notably, most of the
studies that have been published were cross-sectional in design,
assessed pesticide exposure via questionnaire, and had small
sample sizes.

Neurobehavioral Outcomes

Fifty-four publications, primarily derived from cross-sectional
studies, examined the potential neurobehavioral effects of pesticide
exposure in children, adolescents, and adults (Table 3). Twelve
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of these 53 publications reported on the association between
exposure to OC pesticides and child neurodevelopment'”’~''%: 6
publications focused on the same Mexican cohort, 107109112114 5
focused on the same Guadeloupean cohort,l T.HLIS=1T7 and 1 was
a cross-sectional study from Brazil. Three publications from the
prospective cohort study in Mexico reported that higher prenatal
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT) exposure—as indicated
by measurement of its primary breakdown product dichlorodiphe-
nyldichloroethylene (DDE) in serum—was associated with lower
psychomotor development during the first year of life,""’ poorer
verbal and memory skills and a poorer general cognitive index at
3.5-5 years of age,''> and poorer spatial orientation at 5 years of
age."'” A fourth publication from the same cohort study reported
that maternal intake of omega-3 and -6 fatty acids during preg-
nancy modified the association of prenatal DDT exposure with
poorer motor and memory skills at 3.5-5 years of age,''* whereas
2 other publications from this cohort reported null associations of
prenatal DDT exposure with child neurodevelopment at 1
month'® and at 12-30 months of age.'®® Four publications from
the prospective Guadeloupean cohort study reported that higher
cord blood concentrations of chlordecone—an OC pesticide that
was extensively used in banana plantations in the French West
Indies—were associated with impaired cognitive and motor func-
tion at 7 months of age,110 lower fine motor scores at 18 months of
age (among boys only),1 17 and poorer visual contrast sensitivity
at 7-8 years of age.'"> A fifth publication from the Guadeloupean
cohort study reported null associations of prenatal and childhood
chlordecone exposure with sex-typed play behavior at 7 years of
age.''° The one Brazilian cross-sectional study reported that higher
concentrations of several OC pesticide metabolites were associated
with poorer performance intelligence quotient, resistance to dis-
traction, or processing speed at 6-16 years of age.''® The only pub-
lication that examined the association of OC pesticide exposure—
as indicated by measurement of [-hexachlorocyclohexane
(B-HCH), DDT, DDE, and dieldrin in serum—with neurodegener-
ative disorders among adults was from a cross-sectional study con-
ducted in Costa Rica and reported null associations. '

Eleven publications examined the association of OP or carba-
mate pesticides with neurobehavioral outcomes in children or
adolescents (Table 3). Six publications from cross-sectional stud-
ies in Ecuador reported that children and adolescents who lived
in floricultural communities—in which OP pesticides and carba-
mates are intensively used—or whose mothers worked as flori-
culturists during pregnancy had adverse neurobehavioral
outcomes, including poorer motor or socioindividual skills at 3—
61 months of agelzo’ 21. attention, executive function, and mem-
ory deficits at 4-9 years of age (in boys only)'*?; impaired motor
coordination, visual performance, and visual memory at
6-8 years of age'”; and more depression symptoms at 11-17
years of age (particularly among girls)."**'* In line with these
findings, a seventh publication reported that Ecuadorian children
4-9 years of age who were examined sooner after the end of an
increased pesticide use period had lower attention/inhibitory con-
trol, visuospatial processing, and sensorimotor scores than chil-
dren examined later.'”® A publication from a cross-sectional
study of Chilean school-age children who lived in agricultural
communities reported associations of OP pesticide exposure—as
indicated by measurement of urinary DAP metabolites—with
poorer processing speed.127 A publication from a prospective
cohort study in Mexico reported that prenatal exposure to the OP
pesticide chlorpyrifos—assessed by measurement of 3,5,6-
trichloro-2-pyridinol (TCPy) in maternal urine samples collected
during the third trimester of pregnancy—was associated with
increased attention problems in school-age boys and girls.128
Conversely, two cross-sectional studies found null or protective
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associations of OP pesticide exposure with neurodevelopmental
outcomes among children.'*""'** In a publication from Ecuador,
investigators reported that maternal employment in the flower
industry or pesticide use on domestic crops at the time of child
assessment was associated with improved communication, gross
motor, and problem-solving skills at 24-61 months of age.'*°
A publication from Argentina reported null associations of OP
exposure—assessed via blood ChE levels—with motor function
and visuospatial processing at 7-10 years of age, but it also
reported worse neurodevelopmental outcomes among children
living in an agricultural community compared with those living
in a nonagricultural community.'*’

Eight publications examined the association of OP or carba-
mate pesticides with neurobehavioral outcomes and neurodege-
nerative disorders among adults (Table 3). Seven of the studies
described in these publications were cross-sectional and found
that workers exposed to pesticides (i.e., farmworkers and
endemic disease control agents) and adults who lived in agricul-
tural communities had impaired cognitive, executive function,
memory and attention, and verbal fluency skills'*'~"**; poorer
discrimination sensitivity and deep reflexes'??; increased odds of
polyneuropathyBS; or increased odds of psychological distress
and suicidal ideation.'**'?” Conversely, a publication from a
cross-sectional study in Brazil reported that farmworkers who did
not handle/apply pesticides—but who used less personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) and had less training on safe pesticide use
practices—had more adverse health outcomes (e.g., feeling easily
tired, feeling worthless) than pesticide applicators.'

Seven publications from two prospective cohort studies, four
cross-sectional studies, and one case—control study examined the
associations of exposure to multiple pesticide classes with child
neurodevelopment (Table 3). Of these seven publications, four
assessed exposure using direct assessment methods'**~'*?; two
examined exposure using predetermined categorical exposure
variables based on residence'*® or proximity to treated agricul-
tural fields'**; and one examined maternal pesticide exposure
history via questionnaire.'*> A publication from a prospective
cohort study in Costa Rica found an association of prenatal expo-
sure to manganese (Mn)-containing fungicides—assessed by
measurement of urinary ethylenethiourea (ETU) as well as blood
and hair Mn in maternal samples collected during pregnancy—
with lower social-emotional and cognitive scores in children at 1
year of age.141 A publication from a prospective cohort study in
Mexico reported that prenatal exposure to pyrethroids—as indi-
cated by measurement of 3-phenoxybenzoic acid (3-PBA) in
maternal urine samples collected during the third trimester of
pregnancy—was associated with lower mental development
scores at 24 months of age, but not at 36 months of age.'*
Notably, a publication from a cross-sectional study of school-age
children in Costa Rica reported that higher urinary 3-PBA con-
centrations were associated with poorer processing speed scores
(particularly in girls), but also that urinary TCPy concentrations
were associated with poorer working memory (among boys
only), visual-motor coordination, and decreased ability to dis-
criminate colors.'*° In contrast, a publication from a small cross-
sectional study also conducted in Costa Rica'* reported null
associations of exposure to OP pesticides, pyrethroids, and herbi-
cides—assessed via pesticide-specific metabolites (e.g., urinary
3-PBA and TCPy concentrations)—and neurodevelopmental out-
comes among children 4-10 years of age. A publication from a
study conducted in Jamaica reported that maternal exposure to
pesticides from 3 months before pregnancy to the end of breast-
feeding was associated with an increased risk of autism spectrum
disorder.'® Last, two publications from cross-sectional studies in
Ecuador'** and Brazil'* reported that children and adolescents
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who lived near agricultural fields in which OP pesticides and
other pesticide classes were extensively used had poorer neurode-
velopmental outcomes compared with those who lived farther
from the fields (or in nonagricultural communities), including
poorer cognitive skills, motor function, memory/learning, visuo-
spatial processing, or attention/inhibitory control.

Fifteen publications evaluated the neurobehavioral effects of
exposure to multiple pesticide classes, predominantly assessed
via occupational exposure history, among adults (Table 3).
Nine of these publications reported that workers exposed to pesti-
cides (i.e., farmworkers and endemic disease control agents),
farmworkers who had experienced an acute pesticide poisoning
(APP), and adults who lived in agricultural or rural communities
had cognitive impairment'*®'*”; increased odds of minor psychi-
atric disorders such as depression, anxiety, and somatic
disorders'*¥192; suicidal ideation'>*'>*; or an array of neurologi-
cal symptoms.'>"!>> Three publications from cross-sectional and
case—control studies conducted in Costa Rica''® and Brazil'>%'%’
reported associations between exposure to multiple classes of
pesticides—assessed via questionnaire—and increased odds of
Parkinson’s disease. Notably, publications from two studies of
Brazilian workers reported null associations of pesticide exposure
with essential tremor'>® and acute intoxication symptoms.' A
publication from a small cross-sectional study of farmworkers in
Costa Rica reported a null association between exposure to Mn-
containing fungicides—assessed by measurement of toenail and
hair Mn concentrations—and cortical brain activity during a
working memory task.'®

Overall, studies published to date provide consistent evidence
of associations between prenatal and childhood exposure to pesti-
cides such as OP pesticides and carbamates and impaired neuro-
development in LAC children and adolescents. Some of the
adverse neurodevelopmental outcomes that have been reported
include poorer cognition, memory, and attention, as well as anxi-
ety and depression. Publications from studies of farmworkers in
LAC countries also provide consistent evidence of associations
between exposure to multiple classes of pesticides—assessed
mainly via questionnaire—and impaired neurobehavioral per-
formance, psychological distress, suicidal ideation, and neurode-
generative disorders.

Placental Outcomes and Teratogenicity

Thirteen publications from seven cross-sectional studies, five
case—control studies, and one prospective cohort study reported
on the potential placental and teratogenic effects of pesticide ex-
posure (Table 4). Seven of these 13 publications reported on the
association of exposure to OC pesticides or multiple pesticide
classes with congenital malformations. A case—control study con-
ducted in Mexico reported that children whose mothers had
higher serum hexachlorobenzene (HCB), B-HCH, DDT, or DDE
concentrations at delivery had increased odds of cryptorchid-
ism.'®! Similarly, publications from studies conducted in
Brazil'®*7'** and Mexico'®® reported associations of parental
occupational pesticide use or environmental pesticide exposure
(e.g., being born in a floricultural community) before or during
pregnancy—ascertained via questionnaire—with increased odds
of congenital malformations, including male external genital mal-
formations. In contrast, publications from case—control studies in
Brazil'®® and Guadeloupe167 found null associations between
pesticide exposure and malformations in general.

Six publications, all from cross-sectional studies conducted ei-
ther in Mexico or Argentina, reported on the associations between
exposure to OP or carbamate pesticides and placental outcomes
(Table 4). Each of these studies measured blood ChE or placental
carboxylesterase activity levels but used predetermined exposure
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categories (e.g., rural vs. urban) in exposure—outcome analyses.
Among the most prevalent outcomes associated with pesticide ex-
posure were alterations in lipid composition and oxidative status of
placental mitochondria,'®®1% as well as changes in the expression
of placental cytokines and levels of placental enzymes (e.g., argi-
nase, ornithine decarboxylase).”o Publications from two cross-
sectional studies conducted in Mexico and in Argentina reported
that pesticide exposure was associated with a higher placental ma-
turity index'”! and higher placental weight.>* Conversely, three
publications from Argentina reported largely null associations
with placental morphological parameters (e.g., weight, placental
weight to neonate weight ratio).' 170172

To date, a small number of publications have reported on the
association of pesticide exposure with placental or teratogenic out-
comes in LAC populations and their findings are inconsistent.
Some published studies found associations of exposure to OCs,
OPs/carbamates, and multiple pesticide classes (retrospectively
assessed via questionnaire in case—control studies) with outcomes
such as alterations in lipid composition and oxidative stress of pla-
cental mitochondria and increased odds of congenital malforma-
tions. Other studies observed null associations with outcomes such
as placental morphological parameters and risk of malformations.

Cancer

Fourteen publications examined the association of pesticide expo-
sure with cancer or cancer-related mortality in children or adults
(Table 5). Thirteen publications reported findings from case—
control studies; 12 of these studies used indirect exposure assess-
ment methods (i.e., questionnaires or death certificates indicating
occupation at the time of death) and 11 examined multiple pesti-
cide classes. Two studies, 1 case—control and 1 prospective cohort,
examined associations of serum OC pesticide concentrations with
the risk of prostate cancer or prostate cancer recurrence.'">'"*

Five publications reported that children whose mothers were
occupationally or environmentally exposed to pesticides before,
during, or after pregnancy had increased odds of leukemia.'”>~'7?
For instance, in a Brazilian case—control study, children whose
mothers were exposed to pyrethroid insecticides during preg-
nancy had increased odds of acute lymphoblastic leukemia
(ALL) and acute myeloid leukemia (AML) at 0-23 months of
age.w8 Similarly, in a Costa Rican case—control study, boys, but
not girls, whose mothers reported using insecticides inside their
homes in the year before pregnancy, during pregnancy, and while
breastfeeding had increased odds of childhood ALL. 5 Maternal
report of pesticides sprayed on farms or companies near the
home during pregnancy and while breastfeeding was also associ-
ated with childhood ALL in the Costa Rican study.'”> Another
publication from this Costa Rican case—control study reported
that children whose fathers were occupationally exposed to any
pesticide during pregnancy, but 1particularly the second trimester,
had increased odds of leukemia.'’®

Five publications examined the association of pesticide expo-
sure with breast cancer,lgo’181 cutaneous melanoma, °~ prostate
cancer,'”* and prostate cancer recurrence'” in adults. Two publi-
cations reported that women who reported using insecticides in
their homes during adulthood (>18 years of age)180 or who lived
near agricultural fields'®" had increased odds of breast cancer.
Another publication found that study participants who were ever
exposed to pesticides had increased odds of cutaneous melanoma,
with stronger associations among those with indoor residential
pesticide exposure, particularly for those with a high frequency
of use (>4 times per year) or long duration of exposure
>10 y).]82 In addition, two studies from Guadeloupe reported
associations of serum concentrations of two OC pesticides,
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DDE and chlordecone, with increased risk of prostate can-
cer'” or its biochemical recurrence.'”?

Four publications assessed the association of occupational
pesticide exposure with mortality by non-Hodgkin lymphoma'®?
or esophageal,184 brain,'®> or stomach'®® cancer in adults using
death certificate data to ascertain occupation at the time of death.
More specifically, a publication from a study conducted in Brazil
reported mostly null associations between agricultural work and
the risk of death by non-Hodgkin lymphoma.'®® Conversely,
three publications reported that farmworkers had increased odds
of dying from esophageal, brain, and stomach cancers than non-
farmworkers; two of these publications also reported increased
odds of dying from brain'® and stomach'®® cancer among farm-
workers who lived in the areas of greatest pesticide use.

The small number of studies published to date and included in
this scoping review provide somewhat consistent evidence of
associations between maternal pesticide exposure before or dur-
ing pregnancy and increased risk of leukemia among LAC chil-
dren. In addition, eight of nine publications of studies conducted
in adults reported evidence of residential or occupational pesti-
cide exposure with an increased risk of various types of cancer or
death by cancer. Nevertheless, these findings must be interpreted
with caution given that all studies assessed exposure to multiple
pesticide classes via questionnaire and examined different types
of cancer.

Thyroid Function

Sixteen publications from 10 cross-sectional studies and 6 pro-
spective cohort studies reported on the associations of pesticide
exposure with thyroid function (Table 6). Four of these 16 publi-
cations examined the potential thyroid effects of OC pesticide ex-
posure—assessed via measurement of OC pesticide metabolites
in blood or breast milk—among children.'!7-187-189 Briefly, a
publication from a cross-sectional study of mother—newborn pairs
in Bolivia reported null associations of cord blood DDT and
DDE concentrations with neonatal thyroid-stimulating hormone
(TSH) levels.'®® However, a publication from a cross-sectional
study of Brazilian children (0—14 years of age) found that higher
concentrations of 17 (of 19) OC pesticides, including DDE and
DDT but not chlordecone, were associated with increased levels
of total triiodothyronine (T3) or free thyroxine (T4), but not with
TSH."®” Two publications from a prospective cohort study in
Guadeloupe reported associations of early-life chlordecone expo-
sure—as indicated by measurement of chlordecone in cord blood
and breast milk samples—with elevated TSH or decreased T3
and T4 at 3 months and at 7 years of age, with some evidence of
effect modification by sex.''”'8?

Five publications reported on the association between expo-
sure to OC pesticides and thyroid function in adults (Table 6). A
publication from a cross-sectional study of individuals living
near an abandoned pesticide factory in Brazil reported various
associations of OC pesticide concentrations with thyroid hor-
mone levels, which differed between men and women.'”® For
example, among men, higher endosulfan 2 concentrations were
associated with decreased T3 levels, whereas higher -HCH and
DDT concentrations were associated with decreased free T4 lev-
els. Among women, higher a-chlordane, DDT, endosulfan 2, and
methoxychlor concentrations were associated with increased T3
levels, whereas higher HCB, heptachlor, and DDT concentrations
were associated with increased T4 levels.'”® A publication from a
cross-sectional study of farmworker families in Brazil also
reported associations of several OC pesticide concentrations with
increased TSH (i.e., y-chlordane), total T3 (i.e., y-chlordane,
B-HCH, heptachlor epoxide B, frans-nonachlor, DDE, and endo-
sulfan 2), or free T4 (i.e., dieldrin).'*! Two publications from
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different prospective cohort studies in Mexico reported associa-
tions of serum DDE concentrations with increased total T3 or T4
levels among male floriculture workers'*? and pregnant women
living in a floriculture area.'®? In addition, a cross-sectional study
of Colombian farmworkers and their partners found associations
of serum DDE, heptachlor, endosulfan 1, and three or more OC
pesticides with increased odds of subclinical hypothyroidism.'**

Six publications examined associations of OP or carbamate
pesticide exposure—assessed by measurement of urinary DAP
metabolite concentrations or blood ChE activity—with thyroid
function (Table 6), but only one focused on children.'®> The latter
publication from a cross-sectional study of Ecuadorian adoles-
cents living in agricultural areas reported that lower acetylcholin-
esterase (AChE) activity was associated with increased free T4
and decreased TSH levels among girls, but not boys.'*> Two pub-
lications from a prospective cohort study of adult floriculture
workers in Mexico reported that higher DAP metabolite concen-
trations were associated with increased TSH and total T4
levels'®® and that these associations were modified by paraoxo-
nase 1 (PONI;o,RR)."”’ Similarly, a publication from a cross-
sectional study in Brazil reported increased TSH, but also
decreased T3 and T4 levels, among farmworkers compared with
unexposed controls.'”® In contrast, two publications from cross-
sectional studies in Mexico'®® and Venezuela®® reported null
associations of occupational or para-occupational exposure to OP
pesticides with thyroid hormone levels. Last, a publication from a
cross-sectional study in Brazil examined associations between
exposure to multiple pesticide classes—ascertained via question-
naire—and thyroid function among adults and reported associa-
tions of recent use of dithiocarbamate fungicides with decreased
TSH levels, recent use of A-cyhalothrin (pyrethroid insecticide)
with decreased free and total T4 levels, and recent use of para-
quat (herbicide) with decreased free T3 levels.*”' Overall, pub-
lished studies on the associations of pesticide exposure and
thyroid function among LAC populations have reported mixed
findings with notorious differences between pesticide active
ingredients, age groups, and sexes.

Reproductive Qutcomes

Sixteen publications reported on the association of pesticide ex-
posure with reproductive outcomes such as reproductive hormone
profiles among adults (Table 7). Four of these 16 publications
focused on OC pesticide exposure and used direct pesticide expo-
sure assessment methods.'®%2027204 A publication from a pro-
spective cohort study in Guadeloupe reported that higher cord
blood chlordecone concentrations were associated with elevated
androsterone and testosterone in 7-y-old boys and girls.'®
Notably, a publication from a prospective cohort study of male
floriculture workers in Mexico reported that higher serum DDE
concentrations were associated with decreased prolactin and tes-
tosterone, but also with increased inhibin B. 02 A publication
from a cross-sectional study of individuals living near an aban-
doned pesticide factory in Brazil (mentioned above) reported that
higher serum heptachlor and DDT concentrations were associated
with decreased testosterone levels among men and that higher se-
rum aldrin, HCB, DDT, endosulfan 2, and mirex concentrations
were associated with increased estradiol levels, decreased lutei-
nizing hormone (LH) levels, or decreased follicle—stimulatin%
hormone (FSH) levels among peri-/postmenopausal women. -
Furthermore, a publication from a case—control study in Brazil
reported that infertile women had higher detectable serum DDE
concentrations than fertile women.***

Seven publications examined associations of OP or carbamate
pesticide exposure with reproductive outcomes, six ascertained ex-
posure via urinary DAP metabolites or blood ChE levels,??*20520?
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and one assigned exposure based on the season of sample collec-
tion (spray vs. nonspray)>'’ (Table 7). A publication from a pro-
spective cohort study in Mexico reported lower sperm volume
and count among farmworkers who sprayed OP pesticides com-
pared with non-farmworkers, but mostly null associations
between urinary DAP metabolite concentrations and seminal
parameters.’®” Three 8publications from cross-sectional studies
conducted in Peru,”®® Mexico,””’ and Venezuela®® reported
increased seminal pH, lower percentage of live sperm, and lower
seminal fructose levels among farmworkers compared with non-
farmworkers. The study conducted in Venezuela also reported
that lower butyrylcholinesterase (BChE) activity was associated
with an increased damage to sperm chromatin among farm-
workers.?% A publication from a cross-sectional study of male
floriculture workers in Mexico reported that higher urinary DAP
metabolite concentrations were associated with decreased
inhibin B, FSH, or LH levels, but also with increased testosterone
levels.?”” Another publication based on the same study popula-
tion reported that higher urinary DAP metabolite concentrations
were associated with increased FSH and prolactin levels, but
decreased testosterone and inhibin B levels.”® Last, although
one publication from a prospective cohort study of pregnant
women in Argentina reported a weak association between higher
AChE activity and increased progesterone levels,?® a cross-
sectional study of women in Argentina reported no difference in
progesterone and estradiol levels measured in the spray and non-
spray seasons.”'’

Five publications from four cross-sectional studies and one ret-
rospective cohort study reported on the associations of exposure to
pesticides other than OCs, OPs, or carbamates or exposure to mul-
tiple pesticide classes with reproductive outcomes (Table 7). All
studies relied on questionnaires to assess environmental or occu-
pational pesticide exposure,?*"*''=2!3 but one of them also meas-
ured blood ChE activity.*'* Two gublications from studies
conducted in Brazil*'* and Venezuela?'? reported associations of
pesticide exposure with reduced sperm quality—as indicated by
parameters such as decreased sperm concentration and higher
sperm DNA fragmentation index—among farmworkers/rural
men compared with controls/urban men. The publication from
the cross-sectional study conducted in Brazil also reported that
men living in rural areas and who mixed or applied pesticides
had increased testis volume, decreased LH levels, or increased
testosterone:LH ratios compared with men living in rural areas
and who did not mix or apply pesticides, but the publication
reported null associations of blood ChE activity with reproduc-
tive hormones and semen quality.214 A publication from another
cross-sectional study in Brazil reported that recent use of fungi-
cides in general, A-cyhalothrin (pyrethroid insecticide), and
phthalimide (fungicide) was associated with increased LH levels
in men living in agricultural communities.*°' A cross-sectional
study of reproductive-age women in Venezuela found that
women who were occupationally exposed to pesticides had lon-
ger menstrual cycles than those who were not exposed.?'? Last, a
publication from a retrospective cohort of fertile women aerially
exposed to glyphosate in Colombia reported null associations
with fecundability.*!!

Overall, publications from studies conducted to date provide
some evidence of associations between exposure to pesticides,
particularly OC pesticides, OP pesticides, and carbamates, with
reproductive outcomes such as infertility, changes in sex hor-
mone levels (e.g., testosterone and estradiol), and alterations in
semen quality among adults in LAC countries. Although 10 of 16
studies employed direct exposure assessment methods, most
were cross-sectional in design and had small sample sizes, limit-
ing causal inference.
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Birth Outcomes and Child Growth

Thirteen publications reported on the association of pesticide ex-
posure with birth outcomes and infant/child growth (Table 8). Of
the 13 publications, 7 focused on OC pesticides,ls&z}sf217 4 on
OP pesticides or carbamates,”'®'"*2!% | on Mn-containing
fungicides,”'® and 1 on multiple pesticide classes.”'® A publica-
tion from a small cross-sectional study in Brazil reported null
associations of maternal and newborn contamination indices—
estimated using metal and OC pesticide concentrations measured
in maternal blood at delivery and cord blood—with birth out-
comes.”'” In contrast, a publication from a cross-sectional study
of mother—newborn pairs from Bolivia reported that higher cord
blood DDT concentrations were associated with lower birth
weight, whereas higher cord blood DDE concentrations were
associated with higher birth weight and shorter gestation
length.'®® Publications from two prospective cohort studies in
Mexico reported null associations of prenatal DDT or DDE expo-
sure with birth outcomes and child %rowth during the first year of
life*'® and up to 43 months of age.”'®> Three publications from a
prospective cohort study in Guadeloupe reported that higher cord
blood chlordecone concentrations were associated with shorter
length of gestation and increased risk of preterm birth,*° lower
birth weight in children whose mothers gained a large amount of
weight during pregnanc2y,221 and higher body mass index (BMI)
at 3—18 months of age.**

Four publications from cross-sectional studies in Argentina
examined the association between prenatal OP pesticide exposure
and fetal growth. Two of them reported a lower mean birth weight
among mother-newborn pairs from a rural area compared with
controls,>*'% whereas the other two found no differences in
growth parameters between exposure groups.'’>*?®> A publication
from a prospective cohort study conducted in Argentina reported
lower birth length and smaller head circumference in children liv-
ing in proximity to pesticide applications compared with those liv-
ing in an urban area.?'® Finally, a publication from a prospective
cohort study of mother—newborn pairs living near banana planta-
tions aerially sprayed with Mn-containing fungicides in Costa Rica
found that maternal Mn concentrations in hair, but not blood, were
positively associated with infant chest circumference.?'®

Overall, the small number of published studies that have
examined the association of pesticide exposure with birth size
and child growth in LAC populations have reported mixed find-
ings. More specifically, about half of the studies found some evi-
dence of adverse outcomes and the other half reported null
associations.

0.04).

No differences in other birth outcomes between ex-

ight ratio, and

ponderal index between children born during SS and

those born during NSS.

cesarean RG-SS than

0.6 cm; (95% CI: 0.2,

cesarean control group (difference of 14%; p
posure groups. Null associations of cord blood AChE
with birth outcomes.
tion were associated with chest circumference ([ per
associations between blood Mn and birth outcomes.
No differences in birth weight between groups. Birth
length (p <0.01) and head circumference (p <0.05)
z-scores were lower in exposed group than in

unexposed group.

Hair Mn during the second and third trimesters of gesta-
10-fold increase

No differences in birth weight, length, head
head

Mean birth weight wa

J
g
5
2
3
g
3
£
5
]
2
s
2
g
50
g
2

ight, birth length, head circumference,

preterm birth, intrauterine growth retardation
chest circumference, ponderal index, length of

length of gestation

Health effect and assessment method/instrument
Birth weight, birth length, head circumference,
Birth weight, birth length, head circumference

35+53

24.5 +6.1; hairMn (pg/g)

Pesticide or metabolite concentrations

Blood Mn (pg/L)

Not applicable
Not applicable
Mean + SD:

Not applicable

ide exposure)

Exposure assessment
and seasonal exposure

history)

Cord blood AChE, BChE
in each trimester of
posure and residential

pregnancy

Maternal blood and hair Mn

Blood AChE, BChE®
Questionnaire (previous

Pesticides
Mn-containing

fungicides

pesticides

Multiple

%
o
<
&
o

OPs

Study design

Other Health Problems

Kidney function. Nine publications reported on the association
between pesticide exposure—ascertained only via questionnaire—
and kidney function (Table 9). Notably, six of these nine publica-
tions reported null associations with estimated glomerular filtration
rate (eGFR) levels or prevalence of chronic kidney disease
(CKD).224_229 In contrast, a publication from a cross-sectional
study conducted in Nicaragua reported that accidental pesticide in-
halation (ever), but not lifetime days of mixing/applying pesticide
or lifetime days of working in fields with pesticide use, was associ-
ated with reduced eGFR.*° A publication from a cross-sectional
study in Mexico reported a reduction in eGFR levels among mi-
grant and seasonal farmworkers (who did not apply or mix pesti-
cides) from preharvest to late harvest, as well as lower GFR levels
among farmworkers who worked in conventional fields compared
with those who worked in organic fields.”*' Last, a publication
from a prospective cohort study of school-age children from a
tobacco-producing region in Brazil reported increased levels of

Cross-sectional
Prospective cohort
Prospective cohort

3
2
o)

ng in areas
on/358 urban

mother—child pairs

=
2
3
.2
=
o
&
@
S

newborn

Population and sample
newborn pairs from
an urban area
(controls)
pairs living near ba-
newborn pairs living

pairs living in a rural
53 mother

area/38 mother—

151 mother-newborn
380 mother—newborn
418 rural mother—

iple pesticide classes

2015/Costa Rica

2017/Argentina
2020/Argentina
2021/Argentina

Note: AChE, acetylcholinesterase; BChE, butyrylcholinesterase; BMI, body mass index; CI, confidence interval; DDE, dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene; DDT, dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane; GWG, gestational weight gain; HCB, hexa-chlorobenzene; HCH, hexa-chlorocyclohexane;

HR, hazard ratio; NSS, non-spraying season; Mn, manganese; OC, organochlorine; OP, organophosphate; OR, odds ratio; RG, rural group; SS, spraying season.

“Also included in Table 6 (thyroid function).
“Investigators did not use exposure biomarker concentrations in multivariate analyses.

*Also included in Table 4 (placental outcomes and teratogenicity).
9Also included in Table 2 (genotoxicity).

“Also included in Table 9 (other health effects).

Table 8. (Continued.)
Studies on other pesticides or m
12. Mora et al.>'®

10. Quintana et al.>*
13. Cecchi et al. '

11. Silvia et al.>'*

Study
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microalbuminuria at the beginning of the pesticide application pe-
riod compared with the leaf harvest period, suggesting that chil-
dren environmentally exposed to xenobiotics in rural areas may
suffer from early kidney dysfunction.5 2

Respiratory and allergic outcomes. Seven publications from
three cross-sectional studies, two prospective cohort studies, and
one case—control study reported on the associations of pesticide
exposure with respiratory and allergic outcomes (Table 9).
Publications from all three cross-sectional studies focused on occu-
pational exposure to pesticides,”>>>** but only one examined
exposure—outcome associations using direct methods of pesticide
exposure assessment.>>* One of the publications reported
increased odds of wheeze and shortness of breath among Costa
Rican female farmworkers exposed to chlorpyrifos and terbufos
compared with the control group (organic farmworkers/unexposed
women) but found no differences in lung function between
groups.”*? In contrast, a cross-sectional study of farmworkers and
their relatives living in rural areas in Brazil observed associations
between years of working with pesticides and pesticide handling
frequency with decreased pulmonary function.”*® A publication
from a study of Colombian farmworkers reported that those
exposed to mixtures of pesticides containing paraquat—assessed
via urinary biomarkers—and profenofos or glyphosate—assessed
via guestionnaire—had an increased prevalence of allergic rhini-
tis.>** This publication also reported that farmworkers chronically
exposed to paraquat had an increased prevalence of self-reported
asthma.

Four studies examined the potential effects of pesticide expo-
sure on respiratory and allergic outcomes among mothers and
their children. For instance, a publication from a prospective
cohort study in Costa Rica reported that self-reported current pes-
ticide use near the home (yes/no) and higher urinary concentra-
tions of 5-hydroxytiabendazole (5-OH-TBZ)—a metabolite of
the fungicide thiabendazole—were associated with increased
odds of asthma among mothers, whereas previous work in agri-
culture was associated with decreased odds of rhinitis but
increased odds of eczema.”*> A publication from this same cohort
study in Costa Rica reported an association between high urinary
ETU concentrations during the first half of pregnancy and
increased odds of lower respiratory tract infections (LRTIs) in
the first year of life.”>® This publication also reported that high
ETU concentrations during the second half of pregnancy were
associated with decreased odds of wheezing in the first year of
life. Notably, a publication from a prospective cohort study in
Mexico reported null associations of prenatal DDT or DDE expo-
sure with LRTTs months among boys assessed up to 30 months of
age.”>” At last, a publication from a case—control study of school-
age children in Brazil reported that factors such as living close to
agricultural activity, and aerial pesticide spraying near the home
were associated with increased odds of uncontrolled asthma at 6—
7 and 13-14 years of age.*>

Liver injury. Eight publications reported on the association of
pesticide exposure with markers of liver injury (Table 9). Six of
the eight publications were from studies that ascertained pesticide
exposure only via questionnaire,®' 38206238240 whereas two stud-
ies measured blood ChE**' or blood B-glucuronidase activity.**?
A publication from a cross-sectional study in Mexico reported
that a higher activity of B-Aglucuronidase—a sensitive biomarker
of OP pesticide exposure2 3244__was associated with increased
aspartate aminotransferase (AST), alanine aminotransferase
(ALT), and gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase (GGT) levels.**?
Notably, a publication from a cross-sectional study conducted in
Brazil reported null associations of AChE and BChE activities
with markers of liver injury, but it also reported that farmworkers
had lower AST and ALT levels than controls.**! In contrast, a
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publication from a second study in Brazil reported higher AST
levels in farmworkers than in controls during the high pesticide
exposure period, but it also reported lower ALT levels in farm-
workers during both the high and low pesticide exposure peri-
0ds. > A publication from a prospective cohort study of rural
pregnant women environmentally exposed to OP pesticides in
Argentina reported higher AST, but not ALT, levels during the
spraying period compared with the prespraying period.?*®
Likewise, a publication from a cross-sectional study conducted in
Brazil reported higher AST and ALT levels in Brazilian female,
but not male, farmworkers occupationally exposed to multiple
classes of pesticides than in controls.”>® A published cross-
sectional study conducted in Ecuador also found that women liv-
ing in one agricultural community, but not women living in
another agricultural area, had a greater percentage of ALT and
AST levels exceeding normal levels compared with controls.®' A
publication from a separate cross-sectional study in Brazil
reported lower alkaline phosphatase levels in farmworkers who
had worked with pesticides than in those who had not.5® Last, a
publication from a cross-sectional study of individuals living
close to an uncontrolled contaminated site containing the residues
and leftovers of a deactivated OC pesticide factory in Brazil
reported null associations of pesticide exposure with markers of
liver injury.**

Hematological parameters and lipid profiles. Fourteen publi-
cations reported on the associations of pesticide exposure with
hematological parameters (Table 9). Twelve of the 14 publications
relied on questionnaires to assess environmental or occupational
pesticide exposure®>>473:81.94.96.98.238.2452248. )1y 5 ascertained
exposure via direct exposure assessment and used these measure-
ments in their exposure—outcome analyses.>****’ Four publications
reported null associations with hematological par:almeters.54’94’98’238
Conversely, 2 publications from cross-sectional studies con-
ducted in Mexico”® and Ecuador®' reported higher hemoglobin
and hematocrit levels in those occupationally or environmentally
exposed to pesticides than in those unexposed. In addition, a
publication from a different cross-sectional study in Mexico
(mentioned above) found that higher B-glucuronidase activity
was associated with higher hemoglobin and hematocrit levels.** A
case—control study conducted in Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico
found increased odds of aplastic anemia among adults exposed to
pesticides.245

A publication from a cross-sectional study in Brazil reported
decreased neutrophils and monocytes among tobacco farm-
workers exposed to multiple pesticide classes, but not among
controls.”® Notably, a publication from a prospective cohort study
of school-age children from a tobacco-producing region in Brazil
(mentioned above) also reported lower numbers of neutrophils,
monocytes, and basophils, but higher hemoglobin levels and lym-
phocytes, at the beginning of the pesticide application period
compared with the leaf harvest period.”* Similarly, a publication
from a cross-sectional study of Brazilian farmworkers and their
families reported that detectable serum concentrations of various
OC pesticides [i.e., hexachlorocyclohexane (HCH), aldrin, hepta-
chlor, trans-nonachlor, endosulfan, endrin, DDT, DDE, and
methoxychlor] were associated with lower numbers of white
blood cells, particularly monocytes and eosinophils.?** This pub-
lication also reported that detectable serum concentrations of
v-chlordane were associated with lower hemoglobin levels.
Last, cross-sectional studies conducted in Brazil>****’ and
Colombia**® reported associations between farm work, length of
pesticide exposure (i.e., >10 y), and exposure during the harvest
period with alterations in various hematological parameters,
including hemoglobin levels and number of leukocytes, platelets,
and monocytes.
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Eight publications reported on associations between pesticide ex-
posure and lipid profiles in LAC gopulaﬂons (Table 9); three of them
reported null associations.’ Two ]pubhcatlons from cross-
sectional studies conducted in Ecuador®' and Mexico™° reported
lower cholesterol or low-density lipoprotein levels among individuals
with high pesticide exposure compared with those with moderate or
no exposure. The study in Mexico also found associations of higher
blood BChE activity with higher cholesterol, triglyceride, very low-
density hgoprotein, or total lipid levels, but these associations varied
by BML 0 A publication from another cross-sectional study in
Mexico (mentioned above) found that higher 3-glucuronidase activ-
ity was associated with higher cholesterol, triglyceride, and total lipid
levels, but also with lower high-density lipoprotein levels.?*> A publi-
cation from a cross-sectional study of coffee harvesters in Colombia
exposed to OP pesticides reported that higher blood BChE activity
was associated with h%rpercholesterolemia (defined as total choles-
terol >200 mg/ dL).® Conversely, a cross-sectional study in Brazil
reported higher total cholesterol levels among farmworkers who had
not worked with pesticides.88

Acoustic damage. Eight publications from cross-sectional stud-
ies conducted in Brazil evaluated the association of exposure to ei-
ther the OP pesticide malathion or several pesticide classes—
assessed via questionnaire—with hearing problems (Table 9).
Seven of the eight publications reported that elevated pesticide ex-
posure was associated with acoustic damage, as indicated by poorer
performance in tests such as the Distortion Product Otoacoustic
Emissions (DPOAE) test, the Transient Stimulus Otoacoustic
Emissions (TSOAE) test, the Duration Pattern test (DPT), and the
Gaps-in-Noise test (GIN).>>*">® In contrast, a publication from a
small cross-sectional study of rural workers in Brazil reported null
associations between AChE activity and hearing loss.*”’

Other outcomes. Single publications reported on the associa-
tions of pesticide exposure with various health outcomes (Table 9).
Overall, these publications—which were primarily from cross-
sectional studies that ascertained exposure solely through question-
naires—reported associations of exposure to several classes of pesti-
cides with a variety of outcomes, including chanées in blood
pressure,”>' 2262 diarrhea,?®* rheumatoid arthritis,’ hlgh blood
glucose levels % and glutathione S-transferase acthlty, > sleep dis-
orders,”® skin problems, 62.84.103.267.268 ) sracic spine and neck
paln,%92 0 changes in interleukin expression,102 overweight/obe-
sity,271 green tobacco sickness,272 and death®>27 . however,
results should be interpreted with caution given the limited weight
of evidence. In addition, some publications reported that pesticide
exposure was associated with poorer general health status or symp-
toms of APP (e.g., fat ue/tiredness, nervousness, headache, anxi-
ety, and depression).>7-62-84103.138, 156,223,267,268,276,277

Overall, publications from studies conducted to date provide
somewhat consistent evidence of the associations between pesti-
cide exposure with acoustic damage and changes in markers of
liver injury (e.g., when comparing exposed with unexposed or
when comparing exposed during the spraying and prespraying
season). Conversely, published studies that have examined the
associations of pesticide exposure with kidney function, respira-
tory/allergic outcomes, and hematological parameters and lipid
profiles in LAC populations have reported mixed findings. All
these reported associations need to be interpreted with caution
given that most published studies were relatively small, cross-
sectional in design, and assessed exposure to multiple classes of
pesticides via questionnaire.

Discussion

The results of our scoping review provide some evidence that ex-
posure to pesticides may adversely impact the health of LAC
populations. For instance, we observed that occupational and
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residential exposure to OP pesticides or several pesticide classes
was consistently associated with higher levels of increased chro-
mosomal aberration frequency, nuclear buds, oxidative stress, or
cell death. We also observed relatively consistent evidence of the
adverse neurobehavioral effects of elevated OP pesticide and car-
bamate exposure levels, particularly among children and farm-
workers. The latter finding is in line with those of previous
systematic reviews on the neurobehavioral effects of OP pesticide
exposure.?>20-37:40278.279 pyplished studies on teratogenicity and
placental outcomes, cancer, thyroid function, reproductive out-
comes, and birth outcomes and child growth were largely hetero-
geneous in terms of pesticide exposure and outcome assessment
methods and their results were mixed. Findings on other health
outcomes, including respiratory and allergic effects, were too
sparse to discern the directionality of an effect, if any.

To our knowledge, only one literature review besides ours has
focused on the health effects of pesticide exposure in different
populations from a specific region of the world.?®® This system-
atic literature review of all research on environmental and human
health issues associated with pesticide exposure in sub-Saharan
Africa published between 2006 and 2021 reported some findings
consistent with ours.?*® For example, the review of sub-Saharan
Africa literature found that OC and OP pesticides were the pesti-
cides classes most frequently studied in the region. In our scoping
review, we found that OC and OP pesticides such as DDT, endo-
sulfan, and chlordane—pesticides that have been banned by
countries in the European Union and the United States®! 283 __
were among the pesticides classes most frequently examined in
the LAC region. Both reviews identified that published studies
were primarily cross-sectional in design and relied largely on
indirect pesticide exposure assessment methods (e.g., question-
naire, job status ascertainment). Notably, the most frequently
examined health effects in sub-Saharan Africa studies were signs
and symptoms of APP (self-reported and doctor-diagnosed),
whereas genotoxicity and neurobehavioral outcomes were the
most frequently assessed among LAC populations.

As more research on the health effects of pesticide exposure is
conducted in LAC countries, we believe that it is critical to address
three fundamental limitations to the current body of literature. First,
there must be a more widespread investment in research capacities
across the LAC region. In our scoping review, we identified studies
from 16 of the 43 LAC countries and territories, and 2 countries—
Brazil and Mexico—accounted for nearly 60% of the included stud-
ies. Central American countries (except for Costa Rica) and
Caribbean territories were among those with the lowest research
outputs, and evidence suggests that efforts to increase research
capacities often focus on the countries with some existing
capacity,”®* perpetuating health inequities in countries with the low-
est levels of research and support. Second, future research must
address limitations in study design and data collection to increase
the rigor and robustness of epidemiological findings. Given the lim-
ited funding to develop infrastructure and conduct research in most
LAC countries,285 most studies included in this review were small
cross-sectional studies—which are important in terms of hypothesis
generation but have limited causal inference. In addition, nearly half
of the studies included in this review relied on indirect exposure
assessment methods (e.g., questionnaires or exposure classification
based on self-report, job title, or area of residence), which may result
in exposure misclassification that could bias epidemiological find-
ings toward the null*®**?*® and potentially account for conflicting
study findings.”® Self-reported pesticide exposure may be particu-
larly prone to recall bias*®**** and may be worsened under certain
conditions, including studies of participants with low educational
attainment or high residential mobility.290 Furthermore, pesticide
use in LAC countries varies by crop and season—which causes
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significant exposure variation, both in terms of intensity and chemi-
cal compositionzm—and farmworkers or pesticide applicators are
often not informed of the specific pesticide active ingredients used
in their farms.>**""**? In our scoping review, most of the studies
that assessed pesticide exposure via biomonitoring relied on
analysis of a single sample and may have not accurately captured
chronic exposure to pesticides with short biological half-lives
and high inter- and intra-individual variability,*”**** which are
frequently used in LAC countries. This potential exposure misclas-
sification due to single time point sampling may have biased study
findings toward or away from the null, depending on the time in
which the exposure was captured. Last, studies included in our
review employed a wide range of health outcome assessment meth-
ods, which were often not validated nor considered gold standards,
hindering comparisons of study findings across populations within
and outside of the LAC region. Third, studies should employ more
robust statistical analyses and more systematic reporting of methods
and results to facilitate comparisons across study populations. We
found that many studies lacked clear presentation of key informa-
tion, such as the covariates used in multivariable analyses or the spe-
cific pesticide(s) being examined (e.g., some publications solely
indicated they collected samples to be analyzed for AChE activity,
and we inferred they were examining OPs and carbamates). In addi-
tion, multiple studies did not report effect estimates and simply
reported the prevalence of the outcome among exposed and unex-
posed groups. Strengthening research capacity in the LAC region is
needed to increase the rigor of epidemiological studies and generate
robust evidence regarding associations between pesticide exposure
and its health effects.

In addition to addressing the limitations raised above, several
knowledge gaps remain regarding the health effects of pesticides in
LAC populations. As an example, a limited number of studies
included in our review have assessed exposure to current-use pesti-
cides that are applied widely in the LAC region and the rest of the
world, such as pyrethroids, glyphosate, neonicotinoids, and fungi-
cides. 202957297 Similarly, few studies have examined the health
effects of early-life exposure to pesticides—a critical period of
brain®****? and lung®*>°" development—or the effects of pesti-
cides on common chronic diseases, such as cardiometabolic disor-
ders and neurodegenerative diseases.””>>% Although farmworkers
and those living in agricultural areas are simultaneously exposed to
numerous pesticides,3 04 only three studies have examined the health
effects of exposure to pesticide mixtures using statistical methods
that accounted for copollutant confounding,{.gz‘106’234 More studies
are needed to understand the true independent and aggregate effect
of exposure to mixtures of pesticides,’”~% which may require
more widespread training of researchers in environmental mixtures
methods. Finally, it is increasingly understood that the health effects
of environmental chemicals may be due in part to interactions with
nonchemical exposures, such as poverty, neighborhood violence,
and malnutrition.**"~>!° Socioeconomically disadvantaged popula-
tions in LAC countries, such as immigrants or indigenous people,
have less access to legal protections and are frequent victims of
unregulated work arrangements, leading to disproportionately high
levels of pesticide exposure*** and potentially more adverse health
outcomes. Nevertheless, few of the studies included in our scoping
review examined the joint effects of pesticides and unique psycho-
social stressors experienced by populations in the region.

Recommendations for Future Research

In LAC countries and territories, generating robust evidence on
the health effects of pesticide exposure is essential to inform agri-
cultural policies and public health surveillance programs aimed
at post-registration control of pesticides and the development and
implementation of pesticide safety guidelines. Given the resource
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limitations and sociocultural context of agricultural populations
across the LAC region, potential areas of prioritization for future
work include the following:

e Increasing funding for research and capacity building. The
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), a regional
office of the World Health Organization (WHO) for the
Americas, has called for strengthening research in each
member country to promote health equity and socioeco-
nomic development.*'' Given the widespread use of pesti-
cides across the LAC region, it is imperative to strengthen
institutional capacities to produce research and generate ro-
bust evidence that could be used to inform national and re-
gional health policies. For example, difficulties associated
with pesticide biomonitoring may be amplified in studies
conducted in LAC countries owing to limited laboratory
capacity and availability of analytical techniques to measure
biomarkers of exposure. In addition, insufficient funding and
infrastructure limit the ability to carry out large-scale epide-
miological studies, which may contribute to the widespread
reliance on small cross-sectional studies.

To improve the quality and quantity of health research in
the LAC region, capacity building must become a key com-
ponent of global research funding, with a focus on countries
where the infrastructure and capacity do not currently
exist.”® Although some models have proposed increased
“North—South” collaborations, these projects often align
with the priorities of the funders, rather than the countries’
needs, and few projects have resulted in sustainable long-
term partnerships that are equitable to the investigators in the
home countries where the research was conducted.”'* We
recommend that any collaborations with institutions outside
of the LAC region explicitly include local researchers in the
design and implementation of the study,*'? focus on capacity
development in the country, and critically examine power
dynamics to ensure more equitable partnerships where the
research is tailored to the needs of the local populations.3 14
Increasing collaboration within the LAC region. Beyond
collaborations outside of the LAC region, we recommend
increasing research synergies and the development of more
interdisciplinary research teams across LAC countries. For
example, the creation of networks of researchers within the
region could contribute to the homogenization of exposure
and health outcomes assessments (e.g., specific test or scale
employed, age of assessment) and the systematization of
reporting methods and results in publications, improving the
ability to compare and synthesize results across studies.
Previous literature discussing the need for increased research
synergies in the LAC region have specifically focused on sup-
porting early career researchers through initiatives such as in
the development of national and regional graduate programs
that strengthen regional collaborations, enable sustainable
research careers, and decrease the high mobility of doctoral
students and early career researchers outside of the region.315

Although farming systems and ecological conditions vary
across the LAC region,>'® increased homogenization of
research within the region could potentially contribute to the
homogenization of regulatory decisions, such as banning
particular hazardous pesticides that are subject of interna-
tional conventions and agreements, improving management
and control of pesticides, restricting dispersive pesticide
applications methods (e.g., light aircrafts, spray-booms),
implementing pesticide-free buffer zones, and promoting
sustainable agriculture and alternatives to pesticide use,
which could result in more protective policies at both the
national and regional levels.
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e Increasing rigor of epidemiological studies. Studies that can
incorporate biomonitoring should consider the use of bio-
markers that reflect exposure to specific pesticides, including
current-use pesticides (e.g., glyphosate, neonicotinoids, pyr-
ethroids), and should assess exposure at multiple time points,
if possible. In studies where biomonitoring is cost prohibitive
or logistically infeasible, indirect exposure assessment may be
improved by incorporating additional methods that are less
prone to bias, including purchasing/inventory records, perso-
nal exposure monitoring (e.g., breathing zone air sampling,
dermal wipes), environmental sampling data (e.g., ambient air
monitoring, drinking water),”!"'? and development of
surrogate exposure estimates based on nearby pesticide
use assessed via Geographic Information Systf:ms.33 In addi-
tion, rather than dichotomously classifying participants as
farmworkers vs. non-farmworkers, studies could employ
more detailed occupational assessments and job-exposure
matrices examining factors such as job titles and tasks, spe-
cific crops and active ingredients, and more complete occupa-
tional history that may decrease error due to exposure
misclassification.”®® Studies should also use standardized and
validated outcome assessment methods across population
subgroups from different LAC countries and territories to
improve researchers’ ability to compare findings across stud-
ies inside and outside the region.

In addition to increasing the rigor when designing epide-
miological studies, we recommend the inclusion of more
robust statistical analyses and a shift away from the presenta-
tion of bivariate results alone. We also recommend the sys-
tematization of the presentation of key information in the
methods and results of publications, including the specific
pesticides being assessed, statistical methods used, and study
results to facilitate comparisons across studies and better
support causal inference.

Strengths and Limitations of This Scoping Review

Given the methodological differences in study design, popula-
tions studied, and exposure and health outcome assessments
employed across the studies included in this review, we were not
able to summarize the evidence on health effects of pesticide ex-
posure in LAC populations using a quantitative synthesis or
meta-analysis. In addition, our search strategy was focused on the
use of the word “pesticides” plus Latin America or “pesticides”
plus each of the names of the 43 LAC countries and territories.
This strategy may have led to missed information because some
studies could have used more specific keywords such as the pesti-
cide’s nature (e.g., herbicides, fungicides, insecticides) or the
names of pesticide active ingredients (e.g., mancozeb, chlorde-
cone). Our literature search also focused solely on PubMed and
SciELO, and it is possible that other common databases in
the LAC region, such as Latindex and Latin American and
Caribbean Health Sciences Literature (LILACS), could have
yielded additional publications. Despite its limitations, we
believe that this scoping review provides a useful overview of the
status of the research regarding the health effects of pesticide ex-
posure and gives insight into existing data gaps and research
capacity building needs in the region.

Conclusions

Our scoping review provides some evidence that exposure to pes-
ticides may adversely impact the health of LAC populations.
Nevertheless, methodological limitations such as reliance on
cross-sectional study designs and indirect exposure assessment
methods, as well as heterogeneity in the assessment of health
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outcomes and presentation of study findings, undermine the
strength of the conclusions. We recommend increasing capacity
building, integrating research initiatives, and conducting more
rigorous epidemiological studies that can address these limita-
tions, better inform public health surveillance systems, and
increase the impact of research on public policies.
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